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Verner Panton was one of the most influential designers 
of the 1960s and ‘70s. Born in Denmark, Panton relo-
cated to Switzerland in the early 1960s. He became 
known for his original and imaginative designs in the 
fields of furniture, lighting and textiles. Installations 
such as the legendary ’Visiona’ exhibition demonstrated 
Panton’s masterful use of colour, a hallmark of his work.

Design sketches by Panton, 
1957-1960. Vitra Design 
Museum Archive

Panton’s private residence, Basel-Binningen, 1973

In addition to his experiments with shape and colour Verner Panton was enthusiastic about 
the design potential of plastic, a new material at the time. One of his ambitions was to create 
a comfortable, all-purpose plastic chair moulded in a single piece. Panton’s long search for 
a manufacturer led to his initial contact with Vitra in 1963. The Panton Chair, a collaborative 
effort, was developed with Vitra and finally introduced to the public in 1967. 

Verner Panton, Rolf Fehlbaum and Manfred Diebold in the Development Department 
at Vitra, Weil am Rhein, c. 1966

Model (scale 1:1) of 
Panton’s idea for a chair, 
deep-drawn polystyrene, 
c. 1960



Cone Chair 1958

Wire Cone Chair 1959

Heart Cone Chair 1959

Cone Table 1958

Panton Chair Classic | Panton Junior 1959/1960 

Living Tower 1960

Amoebe 1970

Panton Chair 1999



Cone Table

The Cone Table, designed in 1958, 
is an ideal complement to both the 
Cone Chair and the Heart Cone 
Chair. As a low occasional table, 
it is equally suitable in domestic 
spaces or in public waiting areas. 

Cone Chair

The Cone Chair was designed in 1958 for a Danish restaurant. The pointed base of the chair’s 
cone-shape is swivel-mounted on a stainless steel foot. The chair’s back and armrests are 
formed by a semicircular extension of the shell. With its additional seat cushion, the sleekly 
upholstered shell offers comfortable seating in a variety of settings, from restaurants and bars 
to waiting areas, conference rooms or the home. 



Wire Cone Chair

In the case of Wire Cone Chair, the body of the chair is 
made of intertwined, spot-welded steel wire. The wire 
grid, left exposed causing its visual appearance to 
change with the light or angle, ensures that the arm-
chair appears transparent, elegant and light. At the 
same time, the conical form is astonishingly precise. 
The two upholstery elements create a colour contrast in 
the midst of the silver-grey wire structure and continue 
Panton’s playful approach to basic geometric forms.
















